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SELECT BOARD 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2021 

 

The regular meeting for the Monson Select Board convened at 7:00 p.m. in the conference 

room in the Town Office Building at 110 Main Street. In attendance were Dr. Richard M. Smith, 

Patricia A. Oney, Mary K. Hull, Town Administrator Jennifer L. Wolowicz, and the media. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

Public Comment: 

There weren’t any public comments at this meeting. 

 

Old Business: 

Code of Conduct Policy: 

Dr. Smith noted the Code of Conduct policy is something that was modified and presented 

again. 

 

The Board agreed they were all good with the modification. 

 

Ms. Wolowicz explained the modification is the addition of including employees as well, and if 

this is approved by the Board tonight, we can roll it out through different means such as having 

the offices post it in their office, posted on the doors, on the website, etc. 

 

Dr. Smith asked if this applies to meetings as well. 

 

Ms. Wolowicz responded, yes, and it’s for all town offices and buildings. 

 

Ms. Oney made a motion to approve the Code of Conduct policy as presented. Ms. Hull 

seconded, and it was unanimously VOTED. 

 

Fence Bylaw: 

Ms. Oney made a motion to rescind the vote from the October 12th meeting to refer the fence 

bylaw to the General Bylaw Committee and refer it instead to the Planning Board. Ms. Hull 

seconded, and it was unanimously VOTED. 

 

Roxanne Gunther, May Hill Road, asked why the fence bylaw has to go to the Planning Board as 

opposed to the Bylaw Committee. 

 

Ms. Oney said when she made the motion, she didn’t realize the Bylaw Committee is just a 

General Bylaw Committee and believe a bylaw about the fencing should be in the zoning 

bylaws, and therefore must be referred to the Planning Board. Ms. Oney explained further that 
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to her it seems like a zoning issue dealing with property and that type of thing as opposed to 

the general bylaw which deals with more generalized governmental issues. 

 

Ms. Gunther said if you put this in zoning bylaws and somebody has an illegal fence that 

shouldn’t be there, they are grandfathered in. If you put it in the general bylaw, it’s not 

grandfathered. 

 

Ms. Oney said they will look into that and make sure there is something they can do with the 

issues that exist. 

 

 

New Business: 

Approve Meeting Minutes: 

Ms. Oney made a motion to approve the meeting minutes of October 12, 2021 – open session, 

as amended. Ms. Hull seconded, and it was unanimously VOTED. 

 

 

Rapid Recovery Report – Eric Weiss, Director of Economic & Municipal Collaboration and Ira 

Brezinsky, Project Assistant, Pioneer Valley Planning Commission: 

Mr. Weiss and Mr. Brezinsky approached the Select Board. 

 

Ms. Wolowicz noted Andrew Surprise, Vice President/CEO of the Quaboag Hills Chamber of 

Commerce, Val Beaudoin, Karen Nothe-Valley, Hope Bodwell are also present in the audience 

representing the Local Rapid Recovery Committee.  

 

Mr. Brezinsky explained his background and added this has been an on-going process for about 

the past year. Tonight, is the culmination of the planning process that has gone into the grant, 

and from this point forward, it is 100% in the hands of the Select Board and the town as to how 

you want to move forward. Mr. Brezinsky noted the Select Board was given a copy of the Rapid 

Recovery Plan and went through it a little. 

 

Mr. Weiss gave a lot of credit to Mr. Brezinsky for working on this to get to the conclusions and 

recommendations in accordance with what the people on the committee wanted, and 

recognized Dan Laroche who was involved from the very beginning helping to steer them in the 

right direction for the recommendations and the needs for Monson, and who was the person 

who applied for this grant.  

 

Dr. Smith said he appreciated seeing all the suggestions for funding sources. 

 

Mr. Surprise explained the Chamber has been a regional organization covering a region of over 

400 sq. miles. Mr. Surprise noted its important communities connect with them at the Quaboag 
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Hills Chamber of Commerce if there are any economic developments they need any assistance 

on, grant funding and help writing grants, or to connect the Town with any State agencies that 

might also be able to help. 

 

Mr. Brezinsky said when it comes to specific funding opportunities, they applied for a REDO 

(Regional Economic Development Organization) grant on Monson’s behalf just over a month 

ago. DHCD came up with $5 million to go toward implementation of these types of projects for 

the 124 communities in the State that received one of the grants.  

 

Mr. Brezinsky said they put in a request for $50,000. The project title is Form a Monson 

Business and Civic Association that will sponsor a community festival or celebration and 

placemaking activities to positively influence successful aging, health, economic vitality, and 

overall livability. $25,000 of this grant, if received, would be to form the association with the 

assistance of the Quaboag Hill Chamber of Commerce; $5,000 to produce events separate from 

any existing events; $5,000 to organize some temporary walkability studies and so on such as 

movable lawn signs; $15,000 to install a patio, outdoor furniture, and signage in the historic 

district in Dave Grieve Park. This money must be spent by June 30th, and we should know very 

shortly, hopefully in earlyish November, what communities have been awarded the grant. 

 

Ms. Oney made a motion to accept the Rapid Recovery Plan as presented. Ms. Hull seconded, 

and it was unanimously VOTED. 

 

Dr. Smith thanked everybody involved in this project and added it’s quite impressive. 

 

Committee Appointments: 

Ms. Oney made a motion to appoint Heather Wilson to the Bylaw Committee effective 

immediately through June 30, 2022. Ms. Hull seconded, and it was unanimously VOTED. Dr. 

Smith read Ms. Wilson’s letter of interest in this position into the record. 

 

Ms. Wolowicz noted Mary Watson, the next appointment to the Bylaw Committee, is our Town 

Clerk, and Mary Hull and Pat Oney are our Select Board members, and they all expressed an 

interest in working with the Bylaw Committee as ex-Officio members with the knowledge of the 

Town Clerk’s office and the knowledge of the Select Board and town matters. 

 

Ms. Oney asked if they would really be members or non-voting? 

 

Ms. Wolowicz said she has reached out to Town Counsel on this and hasn’t heard back yet.  

 

Ms. Hull said in the Select Board’s handbook it says, yes, they are regular members, the only 

difference is they can as Select Board members, if someone has a question give an answer as a 
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Select Board member. They can still vote on everything just like a regular member with the 

respect they answer to themselves in the Select Board position. 

 

Ms. Oney said her question is should they be voting members. 

 

Ms. Hull noted that’s the way it’s set up and didn’t see any harm in that. 

 

Ms. Wolowicz said they are both residents first and foremost, before they are Select Board 

members. Ex-officio is being there as a source of information. 

 

It was agreed to hold off on the vote of the ex-officio until they hear back from Attorney Coyle 

and learn the roles and responsibilities. 

 

Replanting Monson Tree Committee – Peter Warren: 

Peter Warren approached the Select Board and explained his background. 

 

Ms. Oney made a motion to appoint Peter Warren to the Monson Replanting Tree Committee 

effective immediately through June 30, 2022. Ms. Hull seconded, and it was unanimously 

VOTED. 

 

Conservation Commission and Zoning Board of Appeals Appointment: 

Bob D’Aquila approached the Select Board and introduced himself.  

 

Ms. Oney made a motion to appoint Bob D’Aquila to the Conservation Commission and the 

Zoning Board of Appeals effective immediately through June 30, 2022. Ms. Hull seconded, and 

it was unanimously VOTED. 

 

Historical Commission Appointments: 

Dr. Smith noted neither applicate was able to attend tonight’s meeting but read their 

applications into the record. 

 

Ms. Oney made a motion to appoint Damien Arthur to the Historical Commission effective 

immediately through June 30, 2022. Ms. Hull second, and it was unanimously VOTED. 

 

Ms. Oney made a motion to appoint William P. Dominick to the Historical Commission effective 

immediately through June 30, 2022. Ms. Hull seconded, and it was unanimously VOTED. 

 

It was noted all new appointments must go to the Clerk’s office to be sworn in. 
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Fence Viewer Appointment – HR Generalist Staples: 

Audra Staples and Ben Murphy approached the Select Board. Ms. Staples explained she 

received contact information on three candidates who expressed interest in the fence viewer 

position to Ms. Wolowicz, and interviews were set up with all three. She only heard back from 

one, Mr. Murphy, who was interviewed. One of the other candidates said he was still 

interested, but never got back to set up an interview. The interview panel consisted of Ms. 

Staples, HR Director Madeline Goodrich, and Police Chief Stephen Kozloski. They voted to move 

forward and recommend Mr. Murphy as Monson’s fence viewer. 

 

Ms. Staples noted once we have a Building Commissioner, they will serve as the primary fence 

viewer, with Mr. Murphy being the secondary. 

 

Mr. Murphy explained back in 1988 when he was 23 years old, he took over being the fence 

viewer. His father was the animal inspector, and it was lumped with the fence viewer. When his 

dad passed away, he filled in for two years, until it was merged with the dog officer, and he said 

he didn’t want to do it anymore.   

 

Ms. Wolowicz noted Mr. Murphy has requested to waive the compensation. 

 

Ms. Staples noted Mr. Murphy will file a disclosure and a waiver. 

 

Ms. Oney made a motion to appoint Ben Murphy to the position of fence viewer effective 

immediately through June 30, 2022. Ms. Hull seconded, and it was unanimously VOTED. 

 

ARPA Fund Request – Chief Kozloski & Highway Surveyor Murphy: 

Police Chief Stephen Kozloski and Highway Surveyor Ben Murphy approached the Select Board.  

 

Ms. Wolowicz explained the ARPA, American Rescue Plan Act, funds. Monson is receiving $2.5 

million from the State for the COVID recovery. These funds are not an appropriation and do not 

need to go to a Town Meeting. It’s a grant and is just approved by the Select Board.  

 

Chief Kozloski gave a summary of the letter he wrote to the Board noting this request involves a 

series of pedestrian crossing signs. These are wireless solar signs like the signs at the bottom of 

Thompson Street on Main Street and by Main Street Tavern. When a pedestrian approaches 

the crosswalk, they can push a button and the sign begins flashing to alert motorist that 

someone is intending to use the crosswalk.  

 

Chief Kozloski gave a little bit of the history on why he brought this forward noting within the 

past several years there have been three note worthy accidents, one involving a person on a 

motorized wheelchair who luckily wasn’t hurt. Another individual was struck right in front of 

Town Hall that was caught on video who stepped out into the crosswalk and was struck by a 
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vehicle. Then several years ago there was a fatal pedestrian accident when a person crossing 

the street was struck by a vehicle and killed. Chief Kozloski said just in the last year alone, his 

officers logged 16 crosswalk violations just within the immediate downtown area, so he feels 

the need is there. 

 

Chief Kozloski said they are requesting $50,000 for eight pairs of signs, one on each side of the 

street at eight different locations in the downtown area. They are looking at starting at the 

Monson Free Library with the crosswalk there across Main Street from the common; moving 

south to the crosswalk in front of the Senior Center; the crosswalk in front of the Town Office 

Building; Main Street at Adam’s plaza; Main Street and Cushman Street by Woodbine; the 

crossing at Main Street and Lincoln Street; and then Main Street in front of Memorial Hall. Chief 

Kozloski said Surveyor Murphy brought up an excellent recommendation of adding a set of 

signs at the crosswalk on State Street at Washington Street. 

 

Chief Kozloski noted he was approached by a rather prominent business partner in town about 

the possibility of adding posted speed advisory signs on each end of the downtown area that 

say this is the speed limit and this is how fast you are going and to please slow down. Chief 

Kozloski noted this is not part of the request tonight. To add the posted speed limit portion 

would be about $6,000 additionally, if the Board wanted to address this tonight or in the future 

as a broader traffic plan.  

 

Mr. Murphy said the solar stop sign at the intersection of High Street and Ely Road needs the 

battery replaced every two years at a cost of about $22. These signs will be the same, needing 

the backup battery replaced every two years at the same amount. 

 

Ms. Hull said she is on another committee, the Age Friendly Group, that was discussing the 

same thing with some available funds and how much it would be to do it and noted she has 

looked into it a little bit. She came up with $68,000, but that included the speed limit on the 

crosswalk signs. The other spots she has discussed with people is the High Street crossing at the 

library. 

 

Chief Kozloski said they discussed this as well and felt the Main Street crossing is the more 

important crossing as the cars are going slow on High Street coming to a stop at Main Street 

after just coming to a stop at Ely Road and High Street. Also the crosswalk sign would be hard to 

see if it wasn’t closer to the street by being placed on the common. 

 

Ms. Hull noted the other crosswalk is from the Main Street intersection at the top of State 

Street going from the Town Office Building side to the Senior Center side parallel with Main 

Street. Ms. Hull said she figured it out for nine units with the speed limit that stays on them on 

only four. Ms. Hull noted people really liked the idea of having the speed limit on them. Ms. 
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Hull didn’t think we could have too many of them and felt $68,000 wasn’t a bad price to keep 

people safe. 

 

Chief Kozloski said there is a stop sign at the top of State Street that they felt would make 

people stop. The crosswalk sign at State and Washington Street is needed due to the slight 

curve in the road where the sidewalk crosses, and the stone wall blocking your view. 

 

Mr. Murphy said the speed limit sign is not stationary. It clamps on the post so it can be moved.  

 

Dr. Smith said we can add any additional requests such as the speed limit portion at a later 

time, and to get started with this request tonight. 

 

Hope Bodwell said at the library it really is the Main Street side that is the issue as it’s 

treacherous to cross. Cars come fast and it’s on a curve. The High Street portion is a non-issue 

as cars are coming to a stop there. 

 

Karen Nothe-Valley said the crosswalks have been a discussion with the Redevelopment group 

as well, and they agreed crossing the street was the main issue. 

 

Ms. Oney made a motion to approve the ARPA fund as presented. Ms. Hull seconded, and it 

was unanimously VOTED. 

 

Ms. Oney asked if there is a timetable for the signs. 

 

Mr. Murphy said it should be fairly soon. 

 

Ms. Wolowicz noted we already have the money as we get disbursements from the 

government for it and we have until 2026 to spend it. 

 

Police Officer Appointment, Nathan Cote – Chief Kozloski: 

Chief Kozloski and Nathan Cote approached the Select Board. Chief Kozloski explained his 

department has been down two full-time police officer spots for a considerable amount of 

time. A screening process was conducted, and interviews were held. As a result, Chief Kozloski 

is recommending the appointment of Nathan Cote. 

 

Mr. Cote explained his background. 

 

Ms. Oney made a motion to appoint Nathan Cote as a full-time police officer effective 

immediately through June 30, 2022. Ms. Hull seconded, and it was unanimously VOTED. 
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Building Department Structure – Administrator Wolowicz: 

Ms. Wolowicz explained we are without a regular Building Commissioner and are using Wendell 

Hulbert, who is our alternate building inspector and who is filling in for us on an interim basis, 

as he has done for us many times. Mr. Hulbert is a full-time Commissioner for the Town of 

Hampden and Ms. Wolowicz thanked Town Administrator Bob Markel for sharing him with us.  

 

Ms. Wolowicz noted there is an article on the Special Town Meeting warrant for a conservation 

agent, and if this passes it will free up some time from the administrative assistant in the 

building department office. Ms. Wolowicz said she has been having discussions with HR about 

possibly structuring the Building Inspector position differently; do we have someone in house 

who could do it, do we need full-time or part-time, can we work with other communities, etc.  

just really looking over every opportunity that’s out there. 

 

Ms. Hull asked about the salary. 

 

Ms. Wolowicz noted we are behind Hampden, Wilbraham, and Palmer by about $20,000 and 

said you pay for experience. 

 

Dr. Smith noted the town has gone through five or six building inspectors during his tenure 

here. 

 

Ms. Wolowicz said that’s a lot of inspectors and you lose the consistency. You also don’t gain 

the consistency on the part of the residents; it’s hard on contractors who do business here, and 

the historical knowledge of some things in every part of town is important, but especially under 

the building umbrella.  

 

Ms. Hull asked Ms. Wolowicz to send the Board a copy of the current job description. 

 

Ms. Wolowicz responded, she will. 

 

Ms. Oney asked if any towns do a shared building inspector, or does it just make more sense to 

just have somebody in one town so they get to know the town. 

 

Dr. Smith said he and Ms. Wolowicz have discussed that and he personally is on the fence about 

that. He agrees that having one person who knows the town, the builders, and residents has 

benefits whereas if it’s a shared position, possibly where you have maybe a commissioner and 

an inspector who works under the commissioner, you don’t know who you are going to get that 

day, he also sees the potential money saving with a commissioner and an inspector, but also 

likes the continuity and consistency of one person the community can get to know. 
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Ms. Wolowicz noted the advantage of a configuration of a building commissioner with a local 

inspector is depending on if the local building commissioners was further along in the career 

and the local inspector was coming on learning or mentoring under him. 

 

Ms. Wolowicz said she has noticed since she has been here, zoning is the most time consuming 

and most difficult part of that position. 

 

Correspondence was read and completed. 

 

In Other Business to Come Before the Board: 

• Mary Hull asked about the zoom meetings. 

 

Ms. Wolowicz said she has a draft policy from Attorney Ben Coyle which has been forwarded to 

our HR department and Town Clerk to review. 

 

• Ms. Hull asked if the School Committee meetings were in person again? 

Ms. Wolowicz said she doesn’t know and believes the School Committee can make their own 

determination if they want to meet in person or not. 

 

Ms. Oney responded that’s the one Board that’s very separate from the Select Board. 

 

• Ms. Hull said before COVID we had an 800 number for people to call in to meetings prior 

to zoom meetings. 

 

Ms. Wolowicz said she wasn’t here then and didn’t know about it. 

 

Dr. Smith said the only time remote participation was done prior to COVID was if one of the 

Select Board members couldn’t attend in person, whether they were sick or on vacation, or 

whatever, they could participate remotely. There wasn’t any participation from the community 

that way until COVID when the public could either call in or do it via zoom. 

 

• Ms. Hull asked about the Department of Health questions that were submitted. 

 

Ms. Wolowicz said she sent the list of questions from the Select Board and from the Board of 

Health to Janna Ferguson at the State and she responded back on October 6th. Ms. Ferguson is 

the Assistant Commissioner of the Mass Dept. of Public Health. Ms. Ferguson said they will look 

at the questions and provide responses where they are able to. Ms. Wolowicz hasn’t heard 

anything back yet. 

 

Ms. Hull asked for a follow-up on that. 
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• Ms. Wolowicz said last weekend she attended the House of Art dedication for the rooms 

they renovated. She also attended the Party on the Patio at the Library which was a lot 

of fun with food, music, and raffles.  

 

Dr. Smith noted the Senior Center also held their Safety Awareness Day with the Police and Fire 

Departments. 

 

Ms. Wolowicz noted  Trunk or Treat was also held over the weekend. 

 

• Ms. Wolowicz explained yesterday, she, Dan Laroche, Rick Sullivan from the Economic 

Development Council, and Jeff Bailey from the Western Mass. Development Council 

went on an hour-long walking tour of MDC to see if Western Mass. Development can 

start the ball rolling by working with DECAMM. 

 

• Ms. Wolowicz said at the next Board meeting she will be asking for ARPA funds to have 

Sherman and Frydryk do a survey of Veterans’ Field to see where the water lines are, 

utility lines, etc., to assist in any planning and projects in the field moving forward. 

 

• Ms. Wolowicz announced this Friday will be Trick or Treat starting in the Town Office 

Building and going all the way down Main Street to all the Town Offices, and some of 

the businesses, that will also be participating, from 12:00 to 4:00. This will also be the 

last day of our pumpkin contest. On Sunday, there will be a costume parade starting at 

the Town Office Building at 6:00 p.m. sponsored by the Quaboag Woman’s Auxiliary 

Club. They will be doing the costume judging in Memorial Hall following the parade. 

 

Ms. Oney made a motion to approve the request for the use of Memorial Hall. Ms. Hull 

seconded, and it was unanimously VOTED. 

 

At 8:40 p.m., Ms. Oney made a motion to adjourn. Ms. Hull seconded, and it was unanimously 

VOTED. 

 

 

_______________________ 

Mary K. Hull, Clerk 


